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D AS any Perſon, unac- 
N quainted with the Fac- 
tions and Animoſities 
of Great Britain, to 


to: take 2 View of the anti-miniſ- 


terial Writings, which have been 


publiſhed far ſome Years paſs d, 


he would doubtleſs conceive a 


; very mean Opinion of the Libex- 


ties bf Engl. amen, and natural - 


. 
W 
. > = - WIRES 


Lives and Fortunes reſted on th: 
moſt rotten Security, the \ 


of an arbitrary Monarch, or the 5 


Indulgence of a Miniſter. He 
would imagine, that the Eugliſs 
are now as abject Slaves, as the 
Romans were under the corrupt 
Reign of Tiberius ; ar we were 


not only oppreſſę 


and denied the Satisfaction of 


complaining of our Oppreſſions, 
till, by Recollection, he gathered, 


that their own Writings were 


their own Anſwers, and the Com- 
laints of our Slayery the beſt 
Demonſtration of our Liberty. 


T he Freedom of a State can ne- | 


ver be in Danger, as long as the 


People are allowed impartially, 


and " ithour Reftraint, to exa- 


mine the Conduct of thoſe at the 


Helm, to follow "hom Step by 
; Mop 


[ y aueh. cla what weir 


X t reducgd 
to the loweſt Degree of Slavery, 


2 2a 


1 Coy 


Step in all their Tranſactions) 
and openly and avowedly cenſure 
or approve them: for it muſt 
be confeſſed, that ſuch a Practice 
as this proves, either that the 
Actions of Men in Power are ſuch 
as they are willing to ſubmit to 
the Judgment of the People, or 
that the Power of the Rulers is 
inſufficient to ſilence the Cla mours 
and Diſcontents of the People, in 
both which Caſes Liberty muſt 
be ſafe and inviolated. The firſt 
Attempt of arbitrary Power al- 
ways has been, and ever will be, 


t.hye filencing of thoſe who oppoſe 


its Meaſures, that ſo it may pro- 
ceed in a Courſe of Tyranny, 
Cruelty, and Injuſtice, uninter- 
rupted and uncenſured. From 
hence I think it plainly appears, 

that it is impoſſible for a Freedom 
of uttexing our Sentiments, upon 
"Ry moſt * Subjects of 
Sovern- 


Government, to ſubſiſt under an j 
arbitrary State; andiconſequent- 


ly that a Privilege of this Kind, 
exerciſed by a People, argues the 1 


Enjoyment of the greateſt Degree 
of Liberty according to the Hiſto- 
rian, rara Temporum Felicitate, 
ubi ſentire quid velis, & quid 
ſentias ditere, liceat. On the o- 
ther Hand, it can never be with 
Reaſon and Juſtice concluded, 
that whenever there are Clamours 
among the People, there is Cor. 
ruption in the Adminiſtration; 
for if ſo, there never was an Ad- 
miniſtration incorrupt; it being 
impoſſible to inſtance from Hiſto- 
ry any one Point of Time, when, 
under any Government, there 
was an univerſal Content in the 
People, and a general Satisfaction 
in the Conduct of the governing 
Powers. There are in every State 
Men Fonpreterred, and ſuch Per- 
bons - 
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ſons a tried, hich have 
as nuch Merit as thoſe. that are 
pr moted, and doubtleſs very 
often they have. Theſe People 
ar} apt to look with an evil Eye 
up on "ach Perſons in the State, 
as have the Charge of diſtributive. 
Juſtice, and conſider the Neglect 
they lie under as Injuſtice offer d 
them, and bear a Reſentment ac- 
cordingly. There are others who 
defirous of Changes, that 
1 own Friends may come into 
„expecting to enjoy ſome of 
, oY Benefits that are generally 
caſt upon the Dependants of Men 
in Power. It is no Wonder then, 
if Perſons in theſe Conditions at- 
tempt all Means of removing ſuch 
as they conſider as Obſtacles to 
their Intereſt and Ambition, nor 
ig it in the leaſt ſurpriſing, that 
tien ſhould be able, by Miſrepre- 
vin ntations of Men and Things, by 


artful 
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artful and ſubtle Applications to 
the Paſſions, to inſtill Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions into the Minds of 


the People, and engage a econft- 


derable Party in their Intereſt. 

Faction has been never known 
to want a Pretence ; if the Be- 
haviour of the Government is ſo 
intirely blameleſs, as to afford 
no Handle for their Malice, it is 
but ſhifting the Objection, and 
inſtead of traducing the Conduct, 


_ unpeaching the Governours: 


Some of the ableſt and honeſteſt 
Miniſters have fallen Sacrifices 
to groundleſs Clamours and Diſ- 
contents. Monſ. de Vit, who 
better underſtood, and more zea- 
louſly purſued, the Intereſt of 
Holland than any one, was maſ- 
facred by the Rage of a Faction a- 
broad, and the Earl of Clarendon 
was impeached, and banithed, by 


that of another at Home, 
Men 


* 
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AT en in Power — are, 
and ought to be, the natural Ob- 
jects of our Jealouſies and Suſpi- 


1 cCidns; for as they have generally, 


proved themſelves Enemies to 
the People, and Inſtruments of 
Oppreſſion, we can never keep 


too ſtrict a Guard upon their Ac- 


tiqus and Conduct. Experience 
therefore, and the Behaviour of 
foſmer Miniſters, have juſtly a- 


v ken d the People of Ceat Bri- 


rain from repoſing an implicit 
Cenfidence in thoſe at the Head 


of Affairs, and from a Security 
which muſt neceſſarily prove fa- 
tal to a Nation poſſeſſed of the 
hleſſings of ö but at pre- 
ſeat we ſeem to be fallen into the 
3 oppolite Extream, and to have 
canceived a Prejudice and Aver- 


ſien to Men in Power, which 
is unreaſonable, uſeleſs, and un- 


Juſt Every Man, who is in the 


B . leaſt 


rr 


r 
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leaſt converſant with the World, 


- muſt know, that it is now be- 
come the Faſhion to blame the 


Miniſtry, not only for their own 
Tranſactions, but for others in 


which they had no Hand or Con- 
YO 


AJ :can "iy my- ſelf, wich the 
ſtricteſt Regard to Truth, that. 
J have met with many, and 
theſe Perſons in other Reſpects 


not void of Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding, who have mentioned 
the numerous Debts and Taxes, 
under which the Nation labours, 
as ſo many Charges on the new 
Miniſtry; tho it be evidently 


true, that they were contracted 


long before they had any Share 

in the Government; and tho' it 
be as true, that they ought to be 
a Charge upon No-body, as they 


were incurred neceſſarily, to 


pre- 


* 
- 7 


5 | ( 11 . 5 
preſerve our Lives, Liberties, 
and Religion. 
The ſame Obſervation may, has 
been, and can never too often, be 
mide: when theſe Topicks came 
in o Debate with Relation to the 
Allair of Gibraltar, it is faid, 
Au ought to have procur'd a cer- 
* 7ain Space of Ground, in Order 
to have ſecured us in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of that Place; doubtleſs, it 
is true; but does the Neglect of 
this neceflary Step of political 
*® Prudence affect the preſent Mi- 
niſtry, or thoſe who had the 
Management of Affairs at the 
Time when that important Gar- 
1 was granted to us? Might 
nat the Miniſtry at that Time 
hilve eaſily procur d a Conceſſion 
| | ot that Nature, and have we 
had a Right to make ſuch De- 8 
mand ſince? 


B1!ͤ̃ü- Tam 


(12) 
I am not in the leaſt ſurpriſed 
to find Perſons entertaining the 
Sentiments before mention d; the 
Generality of the People too well 
know, that there are many and 
heavy Taxes ſubſiſting; when the 
Debts that occaſioned them were 
contracted, whether they have 
deen increaſed or diminiſhed ſince 
the preſent Miniſtry, in what Pro- 
portion they ought to be dimi- 
niſhed, and conſequently what 
Fund is eſtabliſhed for that Pur- 
3 they are intire Strangers 
to; and having never had Leiſure, 
Opportunities, and Abilities, to 
make ſuch an Enquiry, are reduc- 
ed to take their Opinions from 
ſome favourite Writer, who re- 
_ preſents theſe Matters, ina Man- 
ner calculated to ſerve his own 
particular Purpoſe and Intereſt. 
So likewiſe it is in the other 


 Inftance of Diſcontent which 1 
8 have 
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N has been otherwiſe directed by 
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? have mentioned: many perſons 
are juſtly of Opinion, that a pro- 
per Diſtrict of Land is neceſfary 
to ſecure us in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of Gibraltar; they never conſider 
when was the proper and only 
Time to have procured it, and 


who were the Perſons that neg- 
lected that Opportunity ; but be- 
in glaudably prejudiced in Favour 
of their own Country, and the 
Power thereof, conclude that we 
need but ask to have, and that 
whatever we have an Inclination 


for, we have a Right to, and are 
aVble to obtain: but every one who 
has conſidered theſe Matters du- 
Iy, fully, and impartially, free 
from the Prejudices of Party Zeal, 
cannot but confeſs, that wp Fund, 
_ *\ appropriated to diminiſh the na- 

} _ Debt, has been religiouſly 


applied to that Purpole, unlefs it 


. 
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the Wiſdom and Authority of Par- 
liament, which no Miniſter is (and 
I hope never will be) in a Capact- 
ty to diſpute. 

As to the other point ae. 
muſt acknowledge, that however 
uſeful the Acquiſition of a cer- 
tam Space of Land contiguous to 
the Garriſon of Gibraltar may be 
to us, yet that we have no Co- 
lour of Right for demanding it; 
and therefore, to ſuppoſe that 
Spain would comply with any 
Propoſal of that Kind, in the 
Condition it is at preſent, is ri- 
diculous and ablurd. _ 
The Conduct of the Miniſtry 
with Regard to foreign Affairs 
has been likewiſe loudly com- 
plained of; they have been charg- 


ed with making immaterial Alli- _ 


ances, and entering into Engage- 
ments contrary to the Intereſt of 
Great Britain; and the princi- 


S 
pal Evidence that I have met 
vith to ſupport theſe Complaints, 
gz the many and different Treaties 
-\vhich have been made within a 
ſmall Space of Time: I look up- 
on it to be impoſſible to ſay what 
iz the Intereſt of G t Britain, 
L — 4 knowing at the ſame 
Time the particular State of fo- 
r:ign Kingdoms; what is the In- 
tereſt of a Nation this Day, poſſi- 
bly may not be ſo-a Month hence, 
b cauſe it depends upon external 
ccidents, which are ever fluctu- 
- a.ing and changing: and there- 
fore to lay down any general 
Rule, that it is the Intereſt of 
ſycha Kingdom to be in Alliance 
ath ſuch another, is a Propoſi- 
an ſo abſurd, that Nothing but 
a halt- witted Politician can ad- 
vance. 
Nov that which Me to me 
to be the principal Thing in View 


- 
| 
2 | 
f 
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in making Treaties and Alliances, 


is the preſerving a Ballance of 
Power betwixt ſeveral neighbour- 


ing Nations; ſo that if one or 
more of them be urged by Am- 


bition to invade the Poſſeſſions of 


another, there may be a ſufficient 
Strength in Reſerve to prevent 


the Effect of io PexBicious De- 


hens.  --- 
15 this be true, i it f * 


as an indiſputable. Conſequence, 
that whenever one or more of 


the Powers which are allied en- 
ter into other Alliances and En- 
gagements, inconſiſtent with the 


firſt, the other contracting Pow- 


ers muſt likewiſe, to preſerve 
the grand Point, enter into dif- 
ferent Meaſures and Engage- 


ments, and are at Liberty ſo to 
do: and therefore it can never 


be ſaid with any Colour of Rea- 


: on, har: the varying: of Alliances 
"20 
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is a Thing blameable i in a Mini- 
ſtry, unleſs it be ſhewed at the 
ſame Time, that the Situation of 
Aﬀairs abroad did not require 
an Alken in our Meaſures at 
Home. Any Man that conſiders 
Treaties and Alliances in this 
Light, and at the ſame Time re- 
fleas upon the various political 
Accidents which have happened 
in E within a few Years, 


and the different Meaſures which 


have een taken in foreign Courts, 


muſt be intirely ſatisfied with the 


Conduct of the preſent Miniſtry, 


who have acted with ſo much 


Skill ind Dexterity, as to have 
brought the Nation under no 
Engagements inconſiſtent with 
its Intereſt; but, on the contrary, 
have ple 2ced us in ſo happy a Si- 
tuation, that we muſt neceſſarily 
be, ſyoner or later, the glorious 
; Inſtr 1ments of reſtoring the Peace 


4 [ of 
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of Europe, and compoling the 
Troubles in which it is at pre- 
ſent embroiled: and in this 
Place I ſhould think it the high- 
eſt Ingratitude to omit mention- 
ing, with Honour, the great In- 
dulgence and Condeſcenſion of 
his Majeſty to his People at this 
critical Jun&ture, who has ſo far 
foregone the Exerciſe of his pre- 
rogative, as not to engage on ei- 
ther Side in this troubleſome 
Scene, till he has firſt conſulted 
the Senſe of Parliament: ſuch a 
Behaviour as this muſt juſtly ren- 
der him dear to his Subjects, is 
the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony of the 
Regard he has to the Intereſt 
of the Nation, and ought to re- 
flect ſome Honour upon thoſe 

| that adviſe him. 
If we conſider the Behaviour 

of the Miniſtry with Regard to 
that Part of their Adminiſtration, 
nich 


5 
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which ä concerns our 
home Affairs, I am perſwaded 
we ſhall have as little Reaſon 
to be | exaſperated againſt them. 
They! ſeem to have diſcharged 
this Point of their Duty with an 
I uncommon Degree of Skill and 
Integrity. All Offices of Truſt, 
which have any Controul over 
the Liberties and Properties of 
the Subject, have been conferred 
where Merit pointed, and the 
S Perſons promoted ſuch, as were 
moſt likely to diſcharge their 
Truſt with Honour and Honeſty. 

If we conſult either our own, 
or the Hiſtorians of other Nati- 
ons, we ſhall find that, whenever 
an Adminiſtration has conceived 
a wicked Deſign of oppreſſing or 
enſlaving. the Subject, the Per- 
ſons fn that Adminiſtration have 
taker Care to promote to Places 


| of Truſt and Power ſuch only, as 
C 2 Were 


* 


. 


uvere mean enough to ſubmit to 
be made the infamous Inſtru- 


ments of effecting their execra- 
ble Purpoſes. Perſons of the 
loweſt Extraction, of the moſt 
deſperate Fortunes, and of the 
moſt abandoned Principles, have 


been raiſed to the higheſt Dig- 
nities, for no other Merit than 


that of acting as they were com- 


manded. Men of Integrity and 
Abilities were thrown aſide, as 
_ unfit tools to work with. 


1 could inſtance ſome late 
Reigns, when the 'Scum of the 
Bar was promoted to the Bench ; 


when thoſe, that no one would 


truſt as Advocates, were placed 
in the Capacity of Judges; when 


Law was the Will of the Prince, 
and Liberty and Property: as pre- 
cCarious and uncertain, as the 


Tempers of thoſe at the Helm. 


) 


—_ 
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not ſcruple to deal. that the 
Crown had a Right of ſuſpending 


þ 4 difpencing with all Laws; 
_ Jriftice was made a mere Com- 
| modity to be bought and ſold, 


and all Judgments.-and Deter- 
minations were given according 


| to Orders and Directions from 
: Du Grand Juries were diſ- 
charged in an illegal Manner, 


and before the uſual Time, for 
e baren Papiſts or otherwiſe 


5 performing their Duties. 


* 


Books written againſt Popery ; 


and arbitrary Power, and in De- 
faqnce of Liberty and the Proteſ- 


tint Religion, were ſuppreſs d; 


ciuel Puniſhments were inflicted 


and exceſſive Fines impoſed, not 
| Jyited to the Quality of the Ot- 
fence, or the Ability of the Of. 


fender. Bail was refuſed in 
thoſe Caſes where the Law allow- 
it or ſuch exceſſive Bail was 
demanded | 
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mend as amounted toa Refu- 

fal. Priſoners even before Con- 

viction were treated with Threats 

and Jeurrilous Language; and in 

ane Word, no Man's Blood was 

_ Tpared, which the King or his 

Miniſters had an Inclination to 
pill. Our religious Rights were 
at the ſame Time no better ſecu- 
red to us. Perſecution tyran- 
nized daily, and every - where 
the poor Diſſenters were prohi- 
bited from meeting together for 
divine Worſhip, ſubject „ 
Rage and Inſults of an\inflamed-  F- 
Mob, ſome of them crowded 
and ſtarved in Jails, or forced 
into foreign Countries, and ſo in 
Effect baniſhed their native Soil; 
to the great Decay of Trade, to 
the Diſpeopling of the Kingdom, 
and conſequently to the dimi- 
niſhing national Wealth. The 
Hts out of Gratitude, and to 
c make 
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ake a ſuitable N to g 
Crd vn, preached up thoſe abſurd 
ana infamous Doctrines of paſſive 
5 Obedience and Non reſiſtance to 
the King's Commands; of What- 
ſoeyer Nature, under the Penal- - 
tieg of Damnation; and round= - 
ly 5 from the Pulpit, 
that Subjects were Slaves, and 
Kings Tyrant by divine Char- 
ter, and Appointment. It 1 
be \cdious and d iſagreeable to run 
through the long Catalogue of ar- . 4 
- ah #ry Proceedin gs, that our 
— Angeſtors beheld — * the Reins X 


\. - a" ome Princes, whoſe Predece#® 
EX ſors had ſo eminently ſuffered , 
„ Attempts of that Nature, a 
thq only Reaſon for which Im. 
. tot ah Inſtances, is to new 
the Liberties and Properties 0 
5 Engliſhmen are enjoyed. unden 
the preſent Ad miniſtration in the or 
_ (greateſt Security and Extent. It: 


(24) 

is the Happineſs of the preſent 
Age to behold the Reverſe of 
this tyrannical Scene, to ſee Me- 
rit and Men of Worth promoted, 
and. Ignorance and Iniquity in 

Contempt and Obſcurity. The 

preſent Adminiſtration conſiſts 
of Perſons who have themſelves 
no inconſiderable Share of Pro- 
perty, and muſt therefore be di- 
rected, both by Prudence and In- 
tereſt, to 5 it free from all 
arbitrary Controul to their Po- 
terity. To ſuppoſe Men in theſe 
Circumſtances to have a Deſigg 
f inſtituting arbitrary Power in $ 
Ex Crown, or Slavery in the 
EE [ bject, 1s to ſuppoſe them not 

xy void of common Honeſty, 
ut common. Senſe; the laſt of 
E—#hich I believe even their Ene- 
mies will ſcarce have Confidence 
geenough to aſſert. Can any one 
4 ſay, that our tles are in 
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Hange ger, while the Seals are 
placed in ſuch unexceptionable 
Hands ; while the ſupream Seat 
of J dicature is filled by a Perſon 

is allowed, by the unani- 


2 Conſent ot all Parties, both 


Abilities and Integrity, to be 
equi al to that great Charge? Or 
can we be in any juſt Apprehenft- 
on for our Liberties, when Hard. 
Wick is at the Head of a Court, 
that has the peculiar Care of 


. them? Are not indeed the Courts 


in general filled with Perſons of 
Ability and Integrity? Ha, not 
Juſtice been diſpenſed: for many 
Years paſs d with Impartiality and 


M.ildneſs? Crown - proſecutions 


carried on with Temper, and 


determined with Clemency; Per- 
1ſofjs convicted of libelling the 


Jvernment have ſuffered Pu- 


1 hments unprecedently eaſy; 


. nay, 1 wall venture to ſay, even 


D "IE 


or Deſires. 


3 Sed their own Expectations 3 


upon the Church, has not the 
like Care been taken in eccleſiaſ- 
tical Promotions? Are there not 
more Perſons of Learning among 
the dignified Clergy, than have 
been for many Years paſs d? Has 
any one of that Order diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by his Writings + 
in Defence of our eſtabliſhed Re- 
-ligion, without meeting with a 
ſuitable Reward? Has not all 


SY poſſible Care been taken, to pro- ©: "4 


mote ſuch only, who are free | | 


from any Seeds of popiſh Zeal, 


and ſpiritual Tyranny, and who 
allow a juſt and charitable Indul- 
gence to thoſe that diflent from 
them? By theſe Means Religion is 
defended in the beſt Manner, by 
3 33 an r Infide- 
but ater 


If we turn our Eyes 


